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Dr  Nathan  Schecter 
Sets  Goals 

For  His  Administration 


In  accepting  the  position  of  President  of  the  Jewish  Community  Centre 
of  Ottawa.  I have  begun  to  realize  that  of  all  the  challenges  which  I have 
accepted  in  my  life,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  and  most  difficult. 

This  is  because  I have  established  in  my  mind  certain  goals  which  I 
hope  to  achieve  during  my  term  of  office. 

It  is  my  belief  that  at  no  time  in  our  Jewish  history  has  there  been  a 
more  pressing  need  for  greater  strength  in  all  our  institutions  and  one  of 
my -goals  is  to  make  this  Centre  the  focal  point  of  interest  for  all  the  Jews 
in' the  community.  It  has  been  surprising  to  me  to  discover  how  little  is 
really  known  about  the  Centre  by  many  of  the  people  in  our  community. 
It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  have  assembled  a strong  executive  and  a 
board  of  directors  representative  of  all  parts  of  the  community. 

I have  already  been  heartened  by  the  excellent  spirit  of  co-operation  of 
the  members  of  the  executive  and  by  the  dedication  of  our  professional 
staff.  I am  sure  that  with  the  board  of  directors  we  have  elected  to  help 
us.  the  Centre  will  become  first  and  foremost  the  common  meeting 
ground  of  all  Ottawa  Jewry. 

The  Centre  should  be  a place  of  fulfillment  for  peopie  of  all  ages  and 
must  relate  to  the  community  in  terms  of  Jewish  education,  culture  and 
recreation.  I would  like  to  emphasize  that  because  it  is  a Jewish  Centre, 
it  should  of  necessity  include  a Judaic  culture  program  and  bring  in- the 
enhancement  of  Jewish  thought  and  a reaching  out  to  all  other  Jewish  in- 
stitutions. 

Surely  at  this  critical  time  we  are  not  in  competition  with  any 
organization  or  synagogue.  We  desire  unity  because  division  is  destruc- 
tive to  the  common  good.  The  Centre  will  offer  to  all  people  in  the  com- 
munity cultural  opportunities  that  cannot  be  duplicated  by  other  groups. 

We  have  reached  a point  in  time  where  it  is  imperative  that  we  attract 
the  younger  generation  and  realize  that,  if  we  fail  to  provide  proper 
models  for  them  to  respect  that  they  will  become  more  and  more 
alienated  and  assimilated  and  more  apathetic  to  Jewish  heritage  and 
culture.  We  have  to  combat  this  serious  sickness  of  our  modern 
technological  society. 

In  summary,  the  Centre  philosophy  is  one,  in  my  opinion,  which  in- 
cludes the  totality  of  our  entire  Jewish  community  and  hopefully  with 
ramifications  beyond  our  borders.  We  hope  to  make  a contribution  to 
creative  Jewish  activity  and  to  add  dignity  and  longevity  to  Jewish  life.  I 
hope  that  the  community  will  support  our  programs  and  make  as  total  a 
commitment  as  possible.  Let  us  all  strain  our  moral  fibres  to  reach  a 
higher  and  embrace  a wider  view  of  meaningful  Jewish  life. 

Nathan  Schecter,  M.D. 

Day  Camp  Going  Well 


The  Jewish  Community  Centre 
Day  Camp  program  is  now  in  its 
fifth  exciting  week.  Over  170 
children  between  the  ages  of  3V2- 
13  are  participating  in  the  many 
camp  activities. 

Of  special  note  this  year  is 
Camp  Emunim  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Ayni  Peimer. 

Camp  Emunim  is  a Counsellor- 
in-Training  course  in  which  11 
boys  and  girls  are  currently 
enrolled.  This  is  the  first  time  this 
program  has  been  held  at  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre. 

The  children  are  given  daily 


classes  in  methodology  and  child 
psychology,  as  well  as  an  oppor- 
tunity to  work  with  younger 
children.  Much  interest  lias  been 
aroused  in  this  program  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  continued  on 
a year-round  basis.  Details  will 
follow. 

Every  Friday  at  3:00  p.m.,  a 
special  Oneg  Shabbat  program  is 
held  in  the  Main  Auditorium  of  the 
Jewish  Community  Centre^  Skits 
are  produced  by  the  different  age 
groups  of  children  and  parents  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend  and 
enjoy. 


Softball  League  Standings 


The  Jewish  Men’s  Softball 
League  has  completed  another 
month  of  intense  com- 
petition.Dave  Polowin  Real 
Estate  has  overtaken  Yankel’s 
Kosher  Restaurant  and  moved 
into  first  place.  The  Jewish  Com- 
munity Centre’s  team  has  finally 
won  a game! 

League  playoffs  will  begin  the 
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second  week  of  August  and  some 
surprises  are  expected.  The 
league  standings  as  of  Monday. 
July  29  are  as  follows: 

Won  Lost 
Polowin  8 2 

Yankel's  7 3 

Nepean  Motors  6 4 

J.C.C.  1 9 


Israel  Bonds  To  Meet 
Heavy  Economic  Needs 


David  Zelikovitz.  General  Chairman  of  the  1973  Israel  Bond  Drive,  will 
continue  to  head  the  1974  campaign  in  an  unprecedented  drive  aimed  at 
reaching  a total  of  $3,000,000  in  Israel  Bond  sales  as  the  Ottawa  quota  of 
the  world  wide  drive  for  $1  billion  in  Bonds  in  1974  for  Israel’s 
Reconstruction  and  Development. 

An  intensive  campaign  effort  to 
reach  every  Jewish  family  in  Ot- 
tawa for  increased  support  has 
been  developed  but  Mr.  Zelikovitz 
emphasized  that  campaigns  can 
succeed  only  if  the  members  of 
the  community  come  forward  and 
give  their  fullest  support  to  the  ef- 
fort. "By  doing  our  share",  he 
stated,  "we  will  be  helping  to  lift 
the  heavy  burden  of  the  huge  cost 
of  development  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  people  of  Israel, 
who  are  not  only  among  the 
highest  taxed  in  the  world  but  are 
also  making  every  sacrifice  and 
are  tightening  their  belts  even 
further." 

Joining  Mr.  Zelikovitz  in 
leading  the  1974  campaign  is  Mrs. 

Joseph  (bran)  Greenblatt  as 
chairwoman  of  the  Women’s  Divi- 
sion of  the  Ottawa  State  of  Israel 
Bond  Organization.  Mrs. 

Greenblatt  succeeds  Mrs.  Jack 
(Claire)  Fogel  who  served  as 
chairwoman  in  1972  and  1973. 

Substantial  increases  in  Bond 
sales  resulted  in  each  of  the  two 
years  of  her  devoted  leadership. 

Mrs.  Greenblatt  announced  that 
a special  meeting  of  Women's 
Organization  Presidents  and 
Israel  Bond  Chairwomen  will  be 
held  on  July  30  to  develop  plans 
for  a intensified  drive  among 
women  to  reach  the  Ottawa  goal. 

She  emphasized  that  the 
elimination  of  the  $100  Bond  in 
the  new  $1  billion  Reconstruction 
and  Development  Issue  with  a 
minimum  Bond  of  $250,  will  offer 
a challenge  that  will  be  met 
through  the  recognition  of  Israel’s 
enormous  needs  and  our  respon- 
sibility to  alleviate  the  tremen- 
dous financial  burdens  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Israel. 

In  early  July  sweeping 
economic  measures  were  an- 
nounced by  the  Israel  Govern- 
ment to  curtail  spiraling  inflation 
and  offset  the  huge  deficits  ac- 
cumulated as  a result  of  the  Oc- 
tober War.  The  new  measures 
which  went  into  effect  im- 
mediately were  the  most  severe 
ever  invoked  by  any  Israeli 
government  and  were  designed  to 
cool  the  overheated  economy.  The 
program  included  cutbacks  on 
government  spending  and  public 
construction,  new  taxes  on  in- 
come, property  and  imports  and  a 
freeze  on -half  of  the  20  percent 
cost  of  living  increase  that  all 
wage-earners  were  scheduled  to 
receive  starting  this  month. 

Inflation  has  driven  the  general 
consumer  price  index  up  some  50 
per  cent  in  18  months,  one  of  the 
biggest  increases  in  the  world.  In 
addition,  because  of  the  defense 
expenditures  made  necessary  by 
the  October  war,  Israel  is  facing  a 
1974  balance-of-trade  oeficit  of  $3 
billion,  compared  with  $l-billion 
last  year. 

"We  were  fast  reaching  an  in- 
tolerable situation."  a senior 
Finance  Ministry  official  observ- 
ed. "The  Government  had  no 
choice  but  to  act  fast  and 
decisively." 


David  Zelikovitz 
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August  Is 

Endowment  & Bequest 
Foundation  Month 

WATCH  THE  MAILS  FOR  FURTHER  DETAILS 


Hillel  Lodge 
Elects  Officers 


Mrs.  Joseph  Greenblatt 

The  net  result  for  the  average 
Israeli  will  be  higher  prices  on 
almost  all  items  and  a significant 
increase  in  his  already  heavy  tax 
burden.  Such  luxury  and  imported 
items  as  cars,  television  sets  and 
stereo  equipment  will  all  be  more 
dear  as  a result  of  a 10  per  cent 
across-the-board  surcharge  on  the 
existing  25  per  cent  import  tax. 

Israelis  are  already  the  most 
highly  taxed  people  in  the  world, 
according  to  Finance  Ministry  of- 
ficials. A total  of  60  per  cent  of  the 
national  income  has  been  taken  in 
taxes;  the  new  provisions  will  in- 
crease this  to  63  per  cent.  Sweden 
is  second  highest  in  this  category 
with  44  per  cent,  while  the  United 
States  figure  is  31  per  cent. 

In  addition  to  paying  higher  tax- 
es all  Israelis  will  be  required  this 
year  to  purchase  the  compulsory 
war  loan  of  10  to  20%  of  income. 

In  commenting  upon  these  add- 
ed burdens  imposed  on  the 
Israelis  Mr.  David  Zelikovitz 
stated  "We  must  match  this  com- 
polsary  loan  with  our  own,  in  the 
same  measure,  through  the 
purchase  of  Israel  Bonds  now”. 


Ben  Levin 

Hillel  Lodge,  The  Ottawl 
Jewish  Home  for  the  Aged  has  reT 
elected  Mr.  Ben.  B.  Levin  al 
President  and  Mrs.  Samuel 
Nadolny  as  President  of  thl 
Ladies'  Auxiliary.  The  new  Slatf 
of  Officers  for  1974-75  are: 
Immediate  Past  President..  . Dr| 
Joseph  Greenblatt 

President Ben  Levin 

First  Vice-President.... Theodor| 
P.  Metrick,  Q.C. 

Second  Vice-President. Dr.  M| 

Ralph  Berke 

Treasurer Albert  Rivers, 

Recording  Secretary Mrs.  M| 

Sidney  Green. 

Corresponding  Secretary  ... Dr| 
Jayson  Greenblatt 
DIRECTORS: 

Mrs.  Anne  Altow 
Mrs.  Isaac  Beiles 
Mrs.  Samuel  Lepofskv 
Izzie  Greenberg 
Mrs.  Nathan  Schecter 
Mrs.  Abram  Slone 
Samuel  Caplan 
Joe  Feller 
M.  Sidney  Green 
Nap  Kapinsky 
Judah  Kershman 
Jack  Krane 
Akiva  Kriger 
Iz  Landau 
Mac  Levin 
Sidney  Lithwick 
Henry  Pass 
Maurice  Schwartz 
Lawrence  Slover 
Norman  Swedko 
Dr.  Marcus  Weinberger 

During  the  past  term  twelve! 
regular  and  two  special  board! 
meetings  were  held,  as  well  as  fif-1 
teen  executive  meetings.  ^ 

Hillel  Lodge  has  undertaken  the| 
construction  of  a Chapel  which| 
will  be  known  as  THE  ABRAHAM| 
AND  DORA  LITHWICK  BET| 
MIDRASH  and  hopefully  will  be! 
completed  on  time  for  the  High| 
Holy  Days. 

At  present,  the  Lodge  has  48| 
beds.  The  area  is  carpetted,  fur-r 
nished  and  airconditioned.  Therel 
are  vacancies  for  an  additional  | 
eight  persons  and  inquiries  may  I 
be  directed  to  T.P.  Metrick,  Ad- 1 
missions  Chairman  or  to  the  of- 1 
fice  of  Hillel  Lodge.  Thanks  to  the  I 
Ladies’  Auxiliary  and  theirl 
devoted  voluntary  workers,  T 
residents’  needs  and  interests  are  | 
continuously  being  looked  after. 


HELP 

WANTED 

The  Jewish  Communi- 
ty Centre  requires  a 
switchboard  operator. 
The  hours  are  Monday  to 
Thursday.  5.00  pm  to  10.30 
pm,  and  Sunday,  from 
9.00  am  to  5.00  pm. 

Apply  to  Mrs.  Anne  Alt- 
man at  232-7306. 


One  year  ago  last  night,  on  June 
, 1973,  I had  the  privilege  of  be- 
g elected  President  of  the  Vaad. 
hen  I took  office,  I thought  we 
ould  be  able  to  look  forward  to  a 
ormal  year,  whatever  that 
eans  in  Jewish  community  life, 
nd  so  my  Officers  and  I set  about 
eveloping  a list  of  priorities 
wards  which  we  would  direct 
ur  energies  in  the  next  twelve 
onths.  Here  are  a few  of  those 
oals: 

Completion  of  the  revision  of 
he  Constitution  to  democratize 
unction  and  to  provide  for 
eater  participation  in  the  af- 
airs  of  the  organization  by  the 
ommunity  at  large. 

. Implementation  of  the  Study  on 
ewish  Education. 

. Launching  of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
ommunity  Endowment  & Be- 
uest  Foundation. 

Establishment  of  a more 
eaningful  dialogue  and  better 
nderstanding  with  the  local 
eneficiaries  of  the  United  Jewish 
ppeal. 

. Establishment  of  a continuing 
ialogue  with  the  decision-makers 
n the  general  community,  in  the 
nterests  of  improving  group 
el'ations  and  understanding. 

. Completion  of  arrangements 
ith  the  Public  Archives  of 
anada  for  the  preservation  and 
afe-keeping  of  documents  and  ar- 
ifacts  of  historic  value. 

. Establishment  of  a social  plan- 
ing base  to  develop  integrated 
ervices  for  youth;  integrated 
ervices  for  the  aged;  a Jewish 
amity  Service;  a demographic 
nd  attitudinal  study  of  the 
ewish  community ; identification 
f unmet  needs. 

. Focus  on  Jewish  identity  from 
e vantage  point'  of  the  family, 
ewish  institutions  and  the 
ollege  campus. 

. Sharpening  up  our  United 
ewish  Appeal  fund-raising 
techniques. 

10.  Beefing  up  channels  of  com- 
munication with  the  community 
at  large  through  regular  publica- 
tion of  the  Ottawa  Jewish 
Bulletin;  taking  out  subscriptions 
to  the  Canadian  Jewish  News  for 
all  families  in  Ottawa;  through 
development  of  the  Shalom- 
Ottawa  Cablevision  program ; and 
through  town-hall  meetings. 

As  I look  back,  I can  see  that  we 
have  made  progress  on  some  of 
these  items;  a start  on  others; 
and  a few  have  not  yet  gotten  off 
the  ground.  The  events  of  October 
6 last  and  the  complete  preoc- 
cupation of  our  committees  and 
staff  with -fund-raising  for  a sub- 
stantial period  of  time,  interven- 
ed. Nevertheless,  I am  reasonably 
satisfied  that  we  have  moved  a 
step  closer  towards  the  goals  we 
established  at  that  time. 

I trust  all  of  you  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  read  or  at  least 
glance  through  the  reports  of  the 
Standing  Committees  and  Af- 
filiated Organizations  which  were 
sent  to  you  a few  days  ago. 
Anyone  from  the  outside  who 
reads  this  document  would  get  a 
good  feeling  about  the  Jewish 
community  of  Ottawa.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I am  surprised 
myself  with  the  range  and  com- 
plexity of  our  programs  and  ser- 
vices. 

I think  you  will  agree  that  this 
community  of  some  7200  souls,  is 
very  much  involved  with  Jewish 
affairs.  Synagogue  life  is  alive 
and  vibrant;  ideologically,  most 
of  the  streams  of  Jewish  life  are 
represented  here.  Machzikei 
Hadas  has  just  dedicated  its  im- 
pressive new  edifice  in  Alta  Vista. 
Agudath  Israel  is  on  a building 
fund  drive  now  and  we  have 
authorized  Temple  Israel  to  go  to 
the  community  for  their  new 
building  late  this  fall. 
Organizations  abound  and  each 
and  every  one  of  them,  especially 
those  run  by  the  ladies,  are  doing 
bigger  and  better  things  than 
before  with  Israel  occupying  a 
'central  place  in  their  work.  We 
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Norman  Zagerman,  President,  Ottaw  Vaad  Ha’Ir  congratulates  Mrs.  Anne  Altman  on  com  pletion 
of  twenty-five  years  of  dedicated  ser  vice  to  the  Jewish  Community. 

largest  single  campaign  we  had  Committee  has  also  been  expand- 
ever  attempted  in  Ottawa,  name-  ed.  Its  basic  calendar  and  co- 

ly  to  repeat  the  $3,300,000.  which  ordinating  function  now  includes 

was  the  total  raised  in  both  the  an  educational  and  training  for 
spring  and  fall  campaigns  of  1973. 


have  accomplished  a lot  this  year 
and  we  can  be  forgiven  for  taking 
some  satisfaction  from  the 
results. 


In  all  of  these  activities,  the 
Vaad  continues  to  play  a useful, 
and  often,  central  role.  It  co- 
ordinates, motivates  and  where 
necessary  initiates.  We  don’t  see 
eye-to-eye  on  every  issue,  but 
where  there  is  a spirit  of  com- 
promise, as  is  the  case  here,  a 
consensus  is  always  reached. 
Over  the  years,  this  community 
has  established  traditions  which 
stand  us  in  good  stead  to  this  day. 
As  a result,  we  have  become 
reasonably  well-disciplined,  more 
responsive  than  most  and  with  a 
good  sense  of  right  and  wrong. 

By  way  of  illustration,  I would 
like  to  tell  you  what  we  did  as  a 
community  in  those  first 
dramatic  days  following  the  out- 
break of  the  Yom  Kippur  War  on 
October  6.  By  10:00  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  we  had 
assembled  fifty  community 
leaders  on  an  emergency  basis  to 
plan  our  response  to  this  new 
threat  to  Israel’s  existence.  By 
11:00  the  next  morning,  we  were 
assembled  on  Parliament  Hill, 
over  3,000  strong  to  condemn  Arab 
aggression  and  to  express  our 
solidarity  with  the  people  of 
Israel. 

An  immediate  cash  collection 
campaign  was  initiated  and 
within  hours  over  $400,000.  was 
remitted  on  account  of  outstan- 
ding obligations.  Most  of  that 
week  was  spent  in  marathon 
meetings  dealing  with  the  Israel 
bond  effort,  intelligence  reports, 
briefings  and  planning  for  a 
massive  cash  mobilization  cam- 
paign which  was  then  launched  on 
Sunday,  October  14. 

I think  we  made  history  that 
day. 

In  three  separate  meetings, 
over  $1,700,000.  was  subscribed. 
Ultimately  that  figure  reached 
$2,100,000.  Over  95%  was  paid  and 
transmitted  without  delay.  In 
those  early  weeks  after  Yom  Kip- 
pur,  almost  $4,000,000.  was  made 
available  in  cash  to  Israel  from 
U.J.A.,  State  of  Israel  Bonds  and 
from  all  other  sources.  A reaction 
of  this  kind  is  only  possible  in  a 
community  where  there  is 
leadership,  generosity,  understan- 
ding and  commitment. 

With  your  permission,  I would 
now  like  to  comment  on  a number 
of  specific  areas  of  our  work: 
United  Jewish  Appeal 
Less  than  four  months  after  the 
Yom  Kippur  Emergency  was  of- 
ficially wound  up,  we  found 
ourselves  embarked  on  the 


That  campaign  is  now  substantial- 
ly complete  and  the  results  are 
impressive  when  viewed  against 
the  background  of  the  past  twelve 
months.  We  did  not  reach  our 
goal,  perhaps  because  it  was  un- 
realistic, but  we  have  managed  to 
raise  almost  $2,300,000.,  which  in 
fact  is  the  largest  sum  we  have 
ever  been  able  to  gather  in  Ot- 
tawa for  any  one  campaign  in  our 
history. 

Having  said  that,  I must  tell  you 
that  although  most  of  the  gifts 
ranged  from  adequate  to 
generous,  far  too  many  were  dis- 
appointing. Some  people  even 
refused  altogether.  The  implica- 
tion is  obvious.  Unless  every 
family  in  this  community  who  can 
afford  it  does  his  duty,  the  burden 
falls  too  heavily  on  the  rest.  Ways 
and  means  of  dealing  with  this 
problem  will  have  to  be  one  of  our 
priorities  during  the  coming  year. 
Constitution 

Later  this  evening,  there  will  be 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  our  new 
Constitution  at  greater  length.  I 
only  wish  at  this  point  to  say  how 
pleased  I am  that  the  matter  has 
finally  come  to  this  floor  for 
ratification. 

Jewish  Community  Centre 
I am  pleased  to  see  that  a con- 
certed effort  is  now  being  made  to 
involve  younger  people  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Jewish  Community 
Centre.  At  a Board  of  Directors 
meeting  earlier  this  month,  new 
officers  were  elected  and  they 
have  already  begun  the  process  of 
evaluation  and  planning  which  are 
needed  to  up-grade  programs  and 
services.  The  Centre  has  a vital 
function  to  play  in  our  community 
and  the  new  administration 
should  be  encouraged  in  its  ef- 
forts. 

Women’s  Activities 
The  committed  women  who  oc- 
cupy themselves  with  all  kinds  of 
organizations  and  services  con- 
stitute one  of  the  real  strength  of 
our  community.  I am  particularly 
pleased  that  the  Women’s  Divi- 
sion of  United  Jewish  Appeal  has 
had  such  good  results  this  year 
and  that  it  has  become  firmly  es- 
tablished as  an  integral  part  of 
our  fund-raising  apparatus. 
Although  only  in  its  third  year  of 
existence,  the  women  reached  a 
high  of  $115,000.,  more  than  dou- 
ble the  total  of  the  spring  1973 
appeal. 

At  the  same  time,  I am  glad  to  see 
that  the  role  of  the  Vaad  Women’s 
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work  with  the  students.  With  the 
help  of  key  Jewish  members  of 
the  faculty,  we  hope  to  develop  a 
Jewish  Students  Union  next  year 
in  which  Hillel  and  Zeehui  can 
each  make  its  own  distinctive  con- 
tribution and  come  together  when 
that  is  desirable.  We  are  going  to 
try  to  get  along  with  some  part- 
time  direction  this  year  but  I feel 
we  are  approaching  the  time 
when  serious  consideration  will 
have  to  be  given  to  employing  a 
full-time  adviser  to  Jewish 
students  on  campus  in  Ottawa. 
Cemetery  Land 

I have  just  been  informed  that  a 
suitable  tract  of  land  for  a new 
site  has  been  found  by  the  Search 
Committee  and  that  an  offer  is  be- 
ing prepared.  The  acquisition  of 
new  land  should  resolve  the 
problem  for  those  congregations 
without  cemetery  facilities  of 
their  own  and  provide  auxiliary 
facilities  for  the  others  for  at 
least  two  or  three  more 
generations. 

Endowments  and  Bequests 
The  completion  of  all  for- 
malities and  the  receipt  of  its  first 
major  gift  has  established  the  Ot- 
tawa Jewish  Community  Endow- 
ment and  Bequest  Foundation  as 
a major  source  of  funds  for 
perpetuating  Jewish  life  in  Ot- 
tawa for  future  generations.  The 
Foundation  will  shortly  be  em- 
barking on  a campaign  to  focus 
attention  on  endowments  and  be- 
quests with  a view  to  implemen- 
ting its  Letter  of  Intent  Program. 
Shalom-Ottawa 

Our  first  year’s  experimental 
program  with  cable  television  has 
been  reasonably  well  received. 
The  venture  is  jointly  sponsored 
by  the  Vaad  and  the  Ottawa  Sec- 
tion, National  Council  of  Jewish 
Women.  Shows  were  telecast  on 
the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  of 
each  month  and  re-broadcast  on 
the  following  Sundays.  The  focus 
this  year  has  been  on  Jewish 
holidays,  institutions,  per- 
sonalities and  special  events.  Par- 
ticipation has  included  a wide 
cross-section  of  the  community. 
The  initial  results  have  en- 
couraged us  to  intensify  our 
program  plans  for  next  season. 
History  and  Archives 
Our  History  and  Archives 
program  has  made  good  progress 
during  the  course  of  the  past  year. 
The  committee  is  continuing  the 
collection  of  material  which  will 
be  contained  in  the  Jewish  Com- 
munity of  Ottawa  Collection  at 
the  Public  Archives  of  Canada, 
continuing  the  oral  history 
program  with  older  members  of 
the  Jewish  community;  and 
mounting  displays  which  depict 
the  history  of  the  community 
from  time  to  time.  At  the  present 
time,  this  work  is  being  done  by  a 
part-time  secretary  and  a 
volunteer  committee.  An  applica- 
tion for  a government  grant  has 
been  made  but  if  we  wish  this 
program  to  go  forward  and  I 
believe  it  is  important  that  it 
does,  some  additional  funding  will 
be  necessary  whether  or  not  the 
government  sources  come 
through. 

Kashruth 

The  Ottawa  Vaad  Hakashruth 
has  the  day-to-day  responsibility 
of  supervising  those  shops,  in- 
stitutions and  facilities  which 
come  under  its  jurisdiction.  It 
does  this  job  well  and  its  lay  com- 
mittee and  rabbinical  advisory 
group  are  dedicated  to  this  work. 
The  most  significant  new  develop- 
ment this  year  was  the  opening  of 
a kosher  restaurant  under  its 
hashgacha. 

Zionist  Affairs 

Although  we  are  heavily  in- 
volved in  Zionist  activities,  our 
formal  Zionist  structure  needs  to 


leadership  component.  Education 
and  fund-raising  are  the  two  ma- 
jor elements  of  community 
leadership  and  ways  and  means 
should  be  explored  to  integrate 
both  functions. 

Community  Relations 

Our  community  relations  ap- 
paratus continues  to  be  our  eyes 
and  ears  with  respect  to  relations 
with  the  non-Jewish  community. 
In  this  context,  the  period  under 
review  saw  significant  activity  in 
the  area  of  mid-east  affairs; 
Soviet  Jewry  and  local  initiatives 
in  connection  with  both.  Ottawa’s 
location  in  the  nation’s  capital 
adds  a unique  dimension  to 
everything  we  do.  Consequently, 
we  have  developed  a close  work- 
ing relationship  with  the  Canada- 
Israel  Committee  and  are  heavily 
involved  with  its  program  in  Ot- 
tawa. 

At  the  same  time,  we  hold  a 
watching  brief  on  local 
newspapers  and  media,  and 
though  it  is  difficult,  we  try  not  to 
over-react.  My  impression  is  that 
we  have  become  more  mature  in 
our  reaction  to  an  anti-semitic  or 
anti-Israel  item  or  editorial. 

Our  concern  about  the  universi- 
ty campus  has  resulted  in  the 
allocation  of  funds  to  help  bring 
an  Israeli  scholar  to  Carleton 
from  Tel  Aviv  University  for  a 
period  of  one  year.  This  will  be  a 
pilot  project  which  we  think  will 
lead  to  similar  appointments  at 
four  or  five  leading  Canadian  un- 
iversities in  the  1974-75  academic 
year. 

Jewish  Education 

A great  deal  of  time  was  spent 
this  past  year  on  problems  of 
financing  of  Jewish  education. 
Costs  have  risen  tremendously 
and  notwithstanding  increases  in 
fees,  the  call  on  the  community 
for  subsidies  has  reached  near 
saturation.  At  the  same  time,  the 
quality  of  Jewish  education,  some 
decline  in  enrollment  and  the  im- 
portance of  developing  an  in- 
tegrated program  have  been 
debated  at  length.  Unfortunately, 
the  Task  Force  on  Jewish  Educa- 
tion which  was  just  getting  off  the 
ground  last  fall  went  into  limbo 
when  the  war  broke  out.  I intend 
to  get  it  back  on  the  rails  by  early 
fall. 

Student  Affairs 

Although  the  Hillel  University 
program  was  not  as  active  as  it 
might  have  been  this  year,  a new 
group  called  Zeehui  came  into  be- 
ing last  fall  and  did  some  good 


(President’s  Report 
Continues  on  Page  7). 
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COMMUNITY  PROFILES 

RABBI  YAAKOV  KAPLOUN 


Rabbi  Yaakov  Kaploun  , newly  appointed  Director  of  Education  for  the 
Talmud  Torah  Board  has  this  to  say  about  Jewish  education  in  Ottawa 


IS  THERE  A NEED  FOR 
JEWISH  EDUCATION? 

I think  it’s  the  duty  of  a parent 
and  the  community  sponsoring 
any  form  of  education  or 
awareness  that  will  make  the 
child  aware  of  his  identity  and 
aware  of  what  the  future  holds  in 
being  a Jew,  according  to 
whatever  definition  one  wants  to 
use  of  what  the  responsibilities 
are  of  being  a Jew.  With  the 
awareness  that  Jews  have  a 
specific  function  in  this 
world... whether  they  like  it  or 
not.  and  history  has  proven  this... 

Education  doesn’t  start  in 
kindergarten,  grade  one,  junior 
high,  or  in  high  school.  Education 
starts  way  back  in  the  parents’ 
ability  to  establish  a warmth  and 
love  by  the  child  for  whatever  the 
topic  is  going  to  be.  The 
classroom  has  to  foster  and  aid 
that  which  is  happening  at  home 
and  this  does  not  have  to 
necessarily  be  every  single  iota. 
They  are  never  going  to  ask 
anyone  of  us  why  we  weren’t 
somebody  else.  They  are  going  to 
ask  us  why  we  weren’t  what  we 
felt  we  should  have  been,  a duty  to 
be. 

Jewish  education  is  life.  Being  a 
Jew  is  living  as  a Jew  in  whatever 
sense.  Therefore,  Jewish  educa- 
tion has  to  involve  singing,  dan- 
cing, and  practice  and  enjoying, 
watching  and  listening  and  acting. 
It  has  to  involve  every  facet  of 
life,  the  same  way  as  life. 

We  are  out  to  make  a child 
aware  of  who  he  is,  where  he  is 
headed  and  give  him  a reason  to 
be  alive.  If  we  don’t  provide  a 
Jewish  child  with  a Jewish  educa- 
tion, then  nothing  is  going  to  come 
out  of  this  child  any  more  than  the 
neighbourhood  kid. 

WHY  SHOULD  HE  BE 
DIFFERENT  FROM  THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD  KID? 

The  reason  the  neighbourhood 
kid  has  questions  is  because  he 
doesn’t  know  where  he  has  come 
from  or  where  he  is  headed.  But, 
we  want  this  Jewish  child  to  un- 
derstand that  he  came,  that  he 
has  a tradition, 


When  we  look  at  world  history, 
the  Roman  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Romans,  the  Greeks  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Greeks  of 
yesteryear  and  poor  old  Socrates 
when  he  took  his  bitter  drink 
would  have  done  better  saying 
L’CHAIM’  because  he  would 
have  had  the  chance  of  con- 
tinuing. He  went  down  the  hill  and 
that  was  the  end  of  it.  You  look  at 
the  Egyptians  who  have  gorgeous, 
beautiful  pyramids  but  there  is 
nothing  to  change  the  identity  of 
Egypt  of  the  past  and  Egypt  of  to- 
day, Rome  of  yesterday  and 
Rome  of  today. 

The  Jew  has  something  special. 
When  the  Jew  opens  up  a Siddur  or 
Mishnah  and  looks  at  the  language 
of  the  Mishnah,  he  has  an  identity 
that  nobody  else  in  the  world  can 
carry  on.  There  is  2500  years  of 
identity  floating  down  the  stream 
and  it  is  for  us  to  take,  so  if  there 
is  a reason  for  a parent  wanting  to 
have  a child  receive  a Jewish 
education,  or  why  he  should  have 
his  child  receive  a Jewish  educa- 
tion, he  has  to  inculcate  his  child 
with  the  ability  to  know  who  he  is. 
The  Jew  is  never  going  to  be  able 
to  escape  being  a Jew. 

WHAT  ARE  YOUR  AIMS  AND 
GOALS  FOR  THE  OTTAWA 
TALMUD  TORAH  BOARD? 

My  aim  here  is  to  establish  the 
highest  quality  education  this 
school  could  attain.  I think  it 
could  be  very  high.  We  are  an 
educational  society,  an  education 
conscious  society  and  Jewish  peo- 
ple are  people  of  the  book.  We 
didn’t  achieve  this  name  for 
nothing,  or  because  people  liked 
our  looks.  We  achieve  it  in  spite  of 
what  everyone  else  said.  Quality 
education?  Absolutely.  We  have 
found  that  immersion  programs, 
even  in  Canada,  have  started  the 
children  younger  and  younger. 
This  is  just  going  back  to  Jewish 
education  that’s  2000  years  old. 

Most  children  have  a 
phenominal  amount  of  potential  in 
what  they  can  attain.  The  ques- 
tion is  are  we  giving  it  to  them  or 
are  we  amusing  them?  If  we  are 
amusing  them,  then  we  are  not 


achieving  quality  education. 
Therefore,  the  standards  of  both 
departments,  and  I stress  ‘both’ 
have  to  be  higher  than  public 
school.  The  secular  education  has 
to  be  higher  or  parents  in  doubt 
would  have  no  reason  to  send  their 
child  here.  It  must  be  a top  first- 
rate  education  and  the  faculty 
must  be  top  personnel.  I think  this 

school  has  good  personnel I 

really  feel  that  way.  And  then,  the 
Jewish  education  has  to  be  a top- 
rate  Jewish  education  equal  to 
anywhere  in  tme  world.  Again,  I 
think  the  potential  is  here  for  that 
as  well  to  establish  2 solid 
programs. 

Education  is  enrichment.  One 
area  I would  like  to  have  is  music. 

I want  to  have  music  in  these 
hallways.  I want  to  have  children 
hearing  the  sounds  of  song.  It  can 
be  folk  music,  chassidic  music, 
Yom  Kippur  War  music;  it  makes 
no  difference.  It’s  the  sounds.  The 
air  that  children  breathe  has  to  be 
imbued  with  a sense  of  education 
but  not  that  the  children  should 
know  they  are  being  taught,  but 
rather  ‘look  what  I learned. ..I 
didn’t  even  realized  I learned  it’. 
That  ‘comes  from  a great 
teacher.’ 

HOW  CAN  THE  HEBREW 
DEPARTMENT  BE  IMPRO- 
VED? 

I think  there  is  a need  for 
children  to  feel  as  in  the  Secular 
department  that  there  are 
specialists  in  each  field.  We  never 
ask  a Science  teacher  to  teach 
English  or  an  English  teacher  to 
teach  Math.  Each  has  its  own 
values  and  is  part  of  the  child’s 
formal  education.  We  realize 
there  is  a p»  ufessionalism  needed 
in  each  field.  The  dignity  of  being 
a member  of  the  staff  of  a good 
school  has  to  be  carried  equally  in 
the  English  department  and  the 
Hebrew  department.  In  the 
Hebrew  department  I would  ex- 
pect specialist  teachers  in 
specialist  fields  for  subjects  of 
Israel,  Bible,  Talmud,  Jewish 
history,  Jewish  identity,  laws, 
customs,  practice,  ethics.  These 
are  specialist  fields. 

If  Judaism  is  presented  in  a 
beautiful  fashion  and  a positive 
fashion,  and  teachers  are  compe- 
tent and  instill  in  the  children  a 
love  for  the  material,  a child  will 
want  to  continue  by  himself. 
There  will  be  no  problem.  We  are 
living  in  a turned  off  generation. 
The  generation  hasn’t  been 
provided  with  that  love  for  the 
material  because  I question 
whether  the  teachers  themselves 
have  that  much  love  for  the 
material.  What  I would  like  to  see 
is  everything  being  positive,  a 
forceful,  positive,  happy  unit  of 
children.  I want  to  see  smiling 

faces I think  one  of  the 

problems  is  not  enough  smiling 
faces. 

BUT  WHAT  ABOUT 
DISCIPLINE? 

We  have  to  give  the  child  a 
reason  to  be  inside  the  classroom. 
Unless  he  has  that  reason,  he  is 
not  going  to  want  to  be  there.  A 
child  who  has  that  reason,  does 
not  disturb  and  is  no  discipline 
problem.  Without  that  reason,  a 
child  is  bored  to  tears,  and  that  is 
when  the  discipline  problem 
begins.  If  children  have  a positive 


program  in  Jewish  education, 
they’ll  identify  with  it...thev  love 
it. 

We  want  to  establish  here,  a 
positive,  happy  atmosphere  for 
the  study  of  being  a Jew.  Judaism 
and  being  a Jew.  Obviously  we 
cannot  force  anything  and  I will 
never,  and  I go  on  record  with 
this,  I will  never  use  any  form  of 
coersion  in  any  form  of  Mitzvah. 
No  Jew  has  ever  been  made  by 
having  his  arm  twisted.  Jewish 
identity  has.  When  the  anti-semite 
comes  down  the  street  and  puts  a 
rock  through  your  windshield  and 
has  tied  to  it  “Bloody  Jew’’,  then 
you  know  you  are  a Jew. 

WHAT  TYPE  OF 
REALTIONSHIP  WOULD  YOU 
LIKE  TO  ESTABLISH  WITH 
PARENTS? 

We  will  not  communicate  with 
children,  just  by  teaching  children 
here.  Parents  have  to  feel  that  my 
position  here,  that  this  office  is  a 
place  for  people  to  come  in  and 
talk;  if  they  feel  they  want  to  dis- 
cuss Jewish  education,  that  this  is 
the  place  to  be.  I’ll  meet  with  peo- 
ple as  long  as  it  goes  through  the 
office  in  a correct  fashion,  with 
any  parent  at  any  time;  with  any 
member  of  the  community  that 
wants  to  walk  in  and  any  parent 
who  is  interested  in  arranging 
further  education  for  their 
children.  I want  to  establish  a 
communication  with  parents  as  to 
what’s  happening  in  the 
classroom. 

If  the  parent  can  identify  with 
what’s  happening. ..half  our 
problem  comes  from  when  the  kid 
comes  home  and  says  the  teacher 
did  this  and  this  and  this.  The 
parent  doesn’t  know  from  beans. 
The  parent  obviously  backs  up 
their  kid.  There  has  never  been  a 
kid  in  Jewish  history  who  has 
been  wrong.  The  parent  never 
thinks  of  asking  what  happened  in 
the  classroom  from  the  teacher 
because  the  teacher  is  the  third 
one  on  the  list.  The  first  one  is  the 
child,  then  his  friends,  then 
possibly  the  principal;  the  last 
one  to  ever  trust  is  the  teacher.  It 
is  unfortunate  how  it  works.  I 
would  like  to  break  this  syn- 
drome. The  parent  has  a question, 
he  or  she  can  come  in  and  see  me. 
I’ll  bring  the  teacher  in  and  the 
three  of  us  will  talk. 

HOW  DO  YOU  SEE  YOUR  ROLE 
AS  PRINCIPAL? 

As  far  as  my  attitude  here,  I 
want  to  have  the  children  feel  this 
is  home,  my  office  is  open  to 
students  at  all  times  as  well,  my 
home  is  open  to  all  students.  I 
think  the  kids  have  to  feel  they 


can  identify  with  me  as  an  i 
dividual;  as  a human  being, 
would  like  to  have  orientatio 
with  as  many  kids  as  possibl 
before  school  starts.  I don't  thin 
they  should  see  me  on  the  stag 
the  first  day  of  assembly  as  a di 
tant  bearded  man  and  feel  ‘he’ 
the  new  boss’’.  If  thev  sit  casuall 


and  feel  at  home,  they  will  sa 
‘gee,  I could  even  talk  to  him.  H 
wasn’t  bad’.  The  dignity  of  the  o 
fice  will  remain.  I don’t  think  tha 
my  being  warm  has  anything  to  d 
with  negating  the  dignity  of  the  o 
fice.  The  office  is  an  importan 
one.  I think  it’s  a heavy  respon 
sibility  to  have  a sea  of  childre 
under  your  guidance.  You  can' 
blow  it.  If  you  blow  even  on 
child,  it’s  like  a tree.... you  cut  th 
children  and  lose  the  fruits  o 
their  children. 

I am  very  human,  I am  war- 
and  outgoing.  I like  people.  If  yo 
ask  what  hobby  I have,  it’ 
meeting  with  people.  I have  in 
finite  patience.  I haven’t  raise 
my  voice  in  five  years  of  ad 
ministration.  I take  the  flack  as  i 
comes.  What  I can  change,  I’l 
change;  what  I can’t  change,  I’l 
have  to  live  with.  I do  believe  in 
firm  school.  I don’t  mean  rigid  ir 
discipline  like  an  Army  school  o 
like  the  Canadian  mounties  wh 
stay  outside  Parliament  without 
smile.  Not  that  fashion.  I want  th 
children  to  feel  they  belong, 
have  graduates  coming  up  to  se 
me  on  their  vacations,  peopl 
from  totally  non-practisin 
homes.  I see  no  differenc 
between  any  Jew.  A Jew  is  a Jew 
is  a Jew,  is  a Jew.  If  our  anti 
Semites  don’t  need  definitions  ’ 
the  break-up  of  Jewish  identity 
why  should  we  do  it? 

WHAT  ARE  YOUR  PLANS  FO 
THE  HIGH  SCHOOL? 

I will  give  a lot  of  persona 
attention  to  the  high  school.  I hav" 
a lot  of  experience  in  high  schoo 
work.  I think  I am  one  of  the  fe 
people  in  the  country  today  wh- 
has  worked  two  high  schools  - a 
boys’  high  school  and  a girls’  high 
school  in  the  past;  nine  through 
twelve.  I will  take  a personal  in- 
terest. I think  these  are  very  for- 
mative years.  I think  the  question 
of  whether  to  remain  Jews  is  very 
strongly  influenced  by  what  oc 
curs  in  the  9th  and  10th  grades.  I 
want  to  have  a lot  of  input  into  its 
curriculum,  in  the  Hebrew  in  par- 
ticular. Personally,  I have  taught 
all  grades,  second  through  twelve, 
I have  been  a youth  leader  and 
headed  camps  way  back.  Relating 
to  kids,  I find  their  problems.  I 
am  going  to  make  it  a point  to  be 
in  all  the  classrooms. 


Celebrity 

Auction 

The  Executive  and  Members  of  the  Celebrity  Auction  held 
on  April  24  wish  to  express  them  gratitude  to  the  entire  com- 
munity for  their  support.  Over  $24,000  was  raised  for  Yom 
Kippur  war  widows  and  orphans  work  in  Israel. 


July-August,  1974  — Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & Review  — Page  5 


'Moderates' 


In  The  Palestinian  Movement 

By  RICHARD  COHEN 


How  “moderate”  can  an  Arab  terrorist  be? 

The  recent  Cairo  meeting  of  the  Palestine 
National  Council,  in  which  the  policies  of 
Yasir  Arafat  and  Nayef  Hawatmeh  - who 
have  perhaps  100  murders  to  their  credit  - 
carried  the  day,  was  described  in  the  press  as 
“a  victory  for  the  movement’s  moderate 
wing”. 

And  Tuesday,  when  Fatah’s  military  arm, 
At  Assifa,  said  it  was  responsible  for  Mon- 
day’s raid  in  the  northern  Israeli  town  of 
Nahariya  that  resulted  in  seven  deaths, 
Fatah  was  again  inscribed  in  the  press  as 
“moderate.” 

That  is  a curious  malapropism,  rooted  ap- 
parently in  the  tendency  among  newsmen  to 
classify  people,  movements,  even  countries 
as  good  guys  and  bad  guys.  This  disposition  is 
so  strong  that  even  when  the  organization  in 
question  consists  of  all  bad  guys  - as,  for  ex- 
ample, a band  of  assassins  - it  is  necessary  to 
find  the  moderates  among  the  murderers. 

We  are  ill-served  when  the  media  play  this 
game.  It  is  particularly  hazardous  in  the  Mid- 
dle East,  where  Americans  need  something 
better  than  a bogus  scoreboard  if  they  are  to 
tell  the  players  in  the  Arab  League. 

Neither  in  the  methods  they  use  nor  in  the 
goals  they  espouse  can  Mr.  Arafat’s  Fatah  or 
Mr.  Hawatmeh’s  Popular  Democratic  Front 
for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine  or  any  other 
Arab  terrorist  group  meet  the  dictionary 
definition  of  moderation:  “keeping  within 
due  bounds;  not  extreme,  excessive  or  in- 
tense  opposed  to  extreme  views  and 

courses,  especially  in  politics  or  religion.” 

The  issue  is  not  a semantic  one;  if 
Americans  are  to  understand  the  Arab  world, 
in  which  our  country  is  currently  making  so 


huge  a financial  and  political  investment,  it 
makes  no  more  sense  to  call  Fatah  moderate 
than  to  accept  East  Germany  as  the  “Ger- 
man Democratic  Republic”  when  it  is  neither 
democratic  nor  a republic. 

Fatah  is  the  parent  body . of  Black 
September  - the  organization  that 
assissinated  the  Jordanian  Premier  Wafsi 
Tal  in  1971,  murdered  eleven  Israeli  athletes 
at  the  Munich  Olympics  in  1972  and  shot  to 
death  the  United  States  Ambassador  and 
charge  d’affaires  in  Khartoum,  the  Sudan,  in 
1973,  among  other  exDloits.Mr  Hawatmeh’s 
Popular  Democratic  Front  claimed  respon- 
sibility for  the  massacre  at  Maalot. 

What  separates  the  “moderates”  from  the 
“hard-liners,”  then,  is  not  any  reluctance  to 
murder  innocent  civilians,  Indeed,  both 
groups  enthusiastically  embraced  a declara- 
tion adopted  at  the  Cairo  meeting  ordering 
the  leadership  of  the  over-all  Palestine 
Liberation  Organization  to  set  up  military 
operations  “inside  occupied  lands”  - meaning 
Israel  proper  and  the  territories  captured 
during  the  1967  war  - just  in  case  there  was 
any  doubt  about  the  intention  of  the 
“moderates”  to  kill  and  maim  as  many 
Israelis  as  they  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

Rather,  a distinction  is  drawn  by  virtue  of  the 
willingness  of  the  Arafat-Hawatmeh  coalition 
to  participate  in  the  Geneva  peace  talks  on 
condition,  according  to  the  press,  “that  what 
they  describe  as  the  national  rights  of  the 
Palestinian  people  are  recognized  as  an  issue 
at  the  conference.” 

The  “moderates,”  then,  would  go  to 
Geneva  if  they  could  establish  a “national 
Palestine  authority”  on  the  West  Bank  of  the 


Jordan  River  and  in  Gaza;  the  “hard-liners” 
would  not. 

The  difference  boils  down  to  a dispute 
between  those  who  insist  on  destroying  Israel 
all  at  once  and  those  who  are  willing  to 
destroy  Israel  gradually  - first  by  taking  over 
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank  and  setting  up  a 
Palestinian  state  there,  then  by  using  it  as  a 
base  to  fulfill  the  mandate  of  the  Palestinian 
National  Covenant  “to  purge  the  Zionist 
presence  from  Palestine”  (Article  15). 

The  main  principles  of  this  Covenant, 
which  is  a summation  of  official  position  of 
all  the  Palestinian  terrorist  groups,  is  not 
likely  to  give  much  comfort  to  those  who 
regard  any  Palestinians  as  “moderates.”. 
For  example:  “Armed  struggle  is  the  only 
way  to  liberate  Palestine  and  is  therefore  a 
strategy  and  not  tactics”.  (Article  9). 

“The  Liberation  of  Palestine is  a 

national  duty  to  repulse  the  Zionist,  im- 
perialist invasion”  (Article  15).  “The  par- 
titioning of  Palestine  in  1917  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  Israel  is  fundamentally  null 
and  void”  (Article  19). 

These  are  the  “national  rights”  of  the 
Palestinian  people  that  the  “moderates”  de- 
mand no  less  insistently  than  the  “hard- 
liners.” There  is  no  distinction  between  the 
two.  If  differences  among  the  Palestinians 
are  to  be  found  at  all,  they  will  be  between 
the  terrorist  leaders  and  the  Palestinian  peo- 
ple in  whose  name  they  issue  communiques 
and  kill  children.  But  on  these  the  press  has 
not  yet  reported. 

Richard  Cohen  is  Associate  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  American  Jewish  Congress. 


Recently  much  has  been 
written  about  the  so  called 
"Moderates"  of  the 
Palestinian  Terrorist 
Organizations.  Richard 
Cohen's  article  dispells 
this  myth. 


A Little  Help  For  Our  Friends 


By  RUSSELL  BAKER 


As  part  of  its  new  friendship  with  the 
Arabs,  the  United  States  has  agreed  to 
redesign  the  camel. 

In  its  present  form,  as  everyone  knows,  the 
camel  is  a horse  designed  by  a committee. 
Professor  Kissinger  wanted  to  avoid  a repeti- 
tion of  this  botch  by  designing  the  new  camel 
all  by  himself,  but  he  ran  into  a snag  at  the 
White  House. 

The  Kissinger  design  called  for  replacing 
the  camel’s  long,  drooping  neck  with  a more 
rigid  upright  neck  similar  to  the  giraffe’s  so 
that  the  camel  would  be  able  to  get  a better 
view  of  what  was  coming  over  the  next  sand 
dune. 

The  White  House,  however,  was  unhappy 
with  this.  President  Nixon  is  concerned  about 
keeping  favor  with  Southern  Senators  whose 
votes  he  may  need  to  avoid  convictions  on  a 
bill  of  impeachment.  For  this  reason  he 
wanted  the  redesigned  camel  to  reflect  his 
love  for  the  South. 

And  so  General  Haig,  the  President’s  assis- 
tant, told  Mr.  Kissinger  to  build  an  alligator 
snout  onto  the  new  camel. 

Secretary  Kissinger  agreed,  but  under  tests 
at  the  Pentagon  the  giraffe  neck  broke  down 
after  less  than  fifty  hours  of  supporting  the 
massive  alligator  jaw  and  left  the  snout 
dragging  in  the  sand,  which  jground  down  the 
alligator  teeth  and  damaged  the  gums. 

A subsequent  modification  removed  the 
neck  entirely  and  attached  the  snout  directly 
to  the  camel’s  shoulders  but,  this  had  to  be 
abandoned  after  Senator  Goldwater  said  it 
looked  too  radical. 

The  final  compromise  was  suggested  by  the 
State  Department  acting  on  its  basic 
operating  principle,  “When  in  doubt,  do 
nothing.”  This  called  for  doing  away  with  the 
neck  and  snout  and,  in  their  place,  to  keep  the 
South  happy,  attaching  a possum  tail. 

The  Pentagon  objected  that  this  would  give 
the  camel  a tail  at  both  ends,  which  would 
make  it  militarily  hard  to  cope  with  because 
it  would  be  hard  to  tell  whether  the  camel 
was  retreating  or  advancing. 

At  this  point  Professor  Kissinger  produced 
one  of  his  ingenious  solutions,  and  redesigned 
the  camel  so  it  would  move  sideways. 

The  Department  of  Transportation  ob- 
jected. however,  that  with  the  camel’s  hump 


and  flanks  moving  sideways  into  the  wind, 
the  creature  was  aerodynamically  unsound 
and  would  be  blown  backwards  in  high  desert 
winds. 

Its  solution  was  to  remove  the  hump  and 
take  off  the  camel’s  legs,  so  it  would  lie  close 
to  the  desert  floor,  thus  reducing  wind 
resistance. 

Professor  Kissinger  objected  strongly.  A 
camel  without  legs  was  useless,  he  said. 

“If  you  made  the  possum  tail  stronger,” 
the  President  suggested,  “you  would  have  a 
camel  that  could  swing  by  its  tail  through  the 
palm  trees.” 

“But  there  aren’t  enough  palm  trees  to 
make  tree-swinging  a viable  means  of 
locomotion,”  said  Mr.  Kissinger. 

The  Agriculture  Department  said  it  could 
plant  palm  trees  along  the  major  camel 
routes. 

“That  still  doesn’t  solve  the  problem  of  the 
hump,”  said  Mr.  Kissinger.  “If  we  remove 
the  hump  as  the  Department  of  Transporta- 
tion proposes,  we  will  have  a camel  with  no 
hump,  and  a camel  with  no  hump  can  hardly 
be  called  a camel  at  all.” 

“What  we  could  do,”  said  the  Army,  “is 
take  a lot  of  horses  and  put  a hump  on  each 
horse’s  back  and  have  the  horses  move  along 
the  palm-lined  camel  routes  so  every  camel 
would  have  his  hump  moving  right  along  un- 
der him.” 

Professor  Kissinger  said  the  burden  of 
carrying  humps  would  put  a terrible  strain  on 
the  horses’  neck  muscles,  but  the  Army  said 
that  was  easily  solved  by  replacing  the  horses 
necks  with  the  discarded  camel  necks  that 
had  to  be  removed  anyhow  to  make  room  for 
the  possum  tails. 

“And  it  will  be  a shot  in  the  arm  for 
employment,”  said  the  Labor  Department, 
“with  a whole  new  industry  springing  up  to 
mount  humps  and  camel  necks  on  horses.” 

“It  is  clever,”  Professor  Kissinger  ad- 
mitted. “The  Arabs  not  only  get  a new  camel 
and  plenty  of  palm  trees  but  also  a horse 
designed  by  a committee,  while  the  President 
strengthens  his  position  with  the  crucial 
Southern  bloc.”  “That’s  government  with  a 
purpose,"  said  the  President.  "Henry,  get 
cracking”.  (New  York  Times). 
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REPORTS 
FROM  ABROAD 

Revisiting  Israel  now  perhaps  for  the  40th 
time  - my  first  visit  was  in  1929  during  the 
Arab  riots  of  that  year  - 1 found  the  mood  of 
the  people  there  more  subdued,  more  hum- 
ble, more  sober  to  the  fact  that  Israel  is  not 
the  “Tabur  Haaretz,”  the  central  point  of  the 
globe,  but  a small  country  dominated, 
sometimes  gently,  sometimes  not  so  gently, 
by  big  foreign  powers. 

This  new  mood  does  not  undermine  the 
feeling  of  self-assurance  of  the  average  per- 
son in  Israel.  It  is  merely  the  result  of  a re- 
evaluation  by  the  people  of  Israel’s  position  in 
the  world  and  its  outlook  now,  after  the  Yom 
Kippur  War,  which  resulted  in  pushing  Israel 
years  back  from  the  positions  it  held  on  the 
Arab  fronts.  The  retreat  would  not  have 
taken  place  if  the  United  States,  pressured  by 
the  Soviet  Union,  would  not  have  actually 
ordered  Israel  to  withdraw. 

The  Israeli  military  command,  although 
admittedly  having  failed  in  its  intelligence  in- 
formation and  in  vigilance  of  the  Egyptian 
and  Syrian  fronts,  was  nevertheless  in  a 
strong  position  to  annihilate  the  entire  Second 
Army  of  Egypt  - which  it  succeeded  in  cutting 
off  from  the  main  supply  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, food  and  water  - had  the  United  States 
not  intervened  strongly  behind  the  scene  with 
Israel  in  favor  of  Egypt.  The  annihilation  of 
the  surrounded  Egyptian  Second  Army  would 
have  meant  the  greatest  blow  for  Egypt’s 
military  force  and  would  have  made  a renew- 
ed war  by  Egypt  against  Israel  impossible  for 
many  years. 

This  is  being  realized  by  all  in  Israel.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  also  now  clearly  realized  by 
everybody  there  that  the  Big  Powers,  es- 
pecially the  United  States,  have  the  say  now 


BOGOTA,  ( JTA)  - In  the  land  of  Juan  Valdez  - 
last  seen  smiling  over  sacks  full  of  cafe  de 
Colombia  bound  for  Norteamerica  - there  live 
10,000  Jews.  Few,  if  any  of  them  have  contact 
with  their  country’s  all-important  coffee  in- 
dustry beyond  enjoying  innumerable  cups  of 
tinto  (black  espresso  coffee)  during  a given 
day  along  with  18  million  fellow  non-Jewish 
Colombians;  but  in  many  other  aspects  of 
national  life,  Colombia’s  small  Jewish  com- 
munity has  made  its  contributions  to  local 
society.  Just  several  weeks  ago  the  front 
pages  of  Bogota’s  dailies  carried  a photo  of 
three  Colombian  chiefs-of-state  - President 
Misael  Pastrana  Borrero,  President-elect 
Alfonso  Lopez  Michelsen  (due  to  take  office 
in  August),  and  ex-President  Carloe  Lleras 
Restrepo  - at  the  inauguration  of  the  Menorah 
Technical  High  School,  a building  totally 
financed  and  equipped  through  the  efforts  of 
Colombia’s  B'nai  B’rith  Women  in  one  of  the 
city’s  lower-class  neighborhoods. 

President  Pastrana  called  the  donation  “an 
act  of  generous  solidarity’’  and  referred  to 
the  Jewish  community  as'”  a splendid  group” 
worthy  of  “Even  greater  admiration  and 
affection."  The  President  also  mentioned  the 
significance  of  education  as  a means  of 
“strengthening  the  bonds  among  classes, 
among  races,  among  the  diverse  sectors  that 
make  up  a society.”  Pastrana’s  words  would 
have  turned  an  inquisitor’s  stomach;  and  in- 
deed, the  Colombian  city  of  Cartagena  de  In- 
dias  had  been  one  of  the  principal  seats  of  the 
Spanish  Inquisition  in  America  during  the 
colonial  period.  History  books  speak  of  a 
crypto-Jewish  presence  in  the  Vice-royalty  of 
New  Granada,  as  the  area  was  then  called. 
Some  further  argue  that  the  Colombian  state 
of  Antioquia  (Antioch!  had  a large  proportion 
of  crypto-Jews  as  evidenced  not  only  by  its 
name  but  also  by  the  supposedly  Judaic  traits 
and  practices  of  the  inhabitants  - good 
business  sense,  a penchant  for  hard  work, 
lighting  candles  in  the  cellar  on  Friday  night  - 
which  are  still  cited  by  Colombians  as 
characteristics  of  the  present-day  an 
tioquenos. 


Between  You  And  Me 


By  BORIS  SMOLAR 


on  how  Israel  is  to  conduct  its  defense.  Cut-  pressed  with  the  stubborness  the  House  of  is  also  a great  question  mark  in  the  minds  of 
ting  off  American  military  aid  to  Israel  at  a Representatives  and  the  Senate  display  in  many  Israelis  over  the  successor  to  Finance 
time  when  Moscow  is  still  pouring  such  aid  to  their  opposition  to  the  White  House  and  State  Minister  Pinhas  Sapir  Sapir  was  very  pop- 
Egypt  and  Syria  would  have  spelled  Department’s  willingness  to  grant  trade  ular  in  Israel  and  in  the  United  States  but  his 
catastrophe  for  Israel.  Hence  the  submission  privileges  to  the  Soviet  Union  while  the  successor,  Yehoshua  Rabinowitz,  is  a com- 
to  Washington.  Kremlin  is  hampering  emigration  from  the  plete  stranger  to  American  Jewry.  His  name 

FEARS  AND  HOPES  USSR.  They  hope  that  similar  sentiments  will  is  not  even  known  to  many  Jewish  leaders  in 

The  average  Israeli  is,  nevertheless,  not  be  displayed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  in  the  U.S. 
depressed  over  the  new  state  of  affairs  on  the  checking  that  the  nuclear  energy  which  the  After  such  figures  like  Eliezer  Kaplan, 
fronts.  On  the  contrary,  families  in  Israel,  U.S.  will  supply  to  Egypt  will  not  be  used  for  Levi  Eshkol  and  Pinhas  Sapir,  whose  names 
whether  they  have  someone  of  the  family  on  military  purposes.  were  by-words  in  the  lexicon  of  American 

the  front  line  or  not,  feel  relaxed  over  the  new  Naturally,  the  feeling  in  Israel  is  that  Jewry  as  Israel’s  Finance  Ministers  when  it 
situation.  At  least  there  will  be  no  further  American  Jewry  will  have  to  be  on  the  alert  came  to  raise  funds  in  the  U.S.  for  Israel,  it 
shooting,  no  further  killing  on  the  battle-  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  U.S.  will  would  not  be  easy  for  the  new  Finance 
front,  no  nervousness  when  opening  the  radio  send  atomic  power  to  Egypt  or  any  other  Minister  to  gain  popularity,  and  hence  to  in- 
to listen  to  the  news.  Human  lives  are  now  Arab  country.  While  giving  proper  credit  to  spire  American  Jewry  to  greater  giving  for 
more  important  to  the  Israelis  than  gaining  President  Nixon  and  and  Secretary  of  State  Israel. 

or  losing  a few  kilometers  of  land.  Kissinger  for  their  sincere  effort  to  bring  On  the  whole,  I found  the  average  Israeli  in- 

There  is,  however,  a good  deal  of  fear  about  amelioration  in  the  Arab-Israel  situa-  different  to  the  composition  of  the  new 
among  the  Israelis  over  the  promise  given  by  tj9n>  Israelis  feel  that  their  real  and  only  Cabinet,  Intellectuals,  business  people, 
the  United  States  to  supply  the  Egyptians  friend  upon  whom  they  can  depend  is  workers,  taxi  drivers  whose  opinions  I 
with  atomic  energy.  Atomic  energy  does  not  American  Jewry.  solicited,  all  claimed  that  the  new  Cabinet 

necessarily  mean  producing  atom  bombs.  INDIFFERENCE  TO  CABINET  will  yet  have  to  prove  itself.  They,  however, 

But  it  may  lead  to  the  production  of  atomic  During  my  present  visit  to  Israel  I had  the  welcomed  the  fact  that  younger  blood  has 
warheads,  and  this  is  the  danger  Israelis  privilege  to  meet  the  new  President  Prof  been  injected  into  the  Cabinet, 

fear.  In  fact,  neither  Egypt  nor  Syria  can  af-  Ephraim  Katzir;  also  Golda  Meir  who,  What  worries  the  people  of  Israel  today  is  not 

ford  to  drop  an  atom  bomb  on  Israel  because  despite  her  retirement,  continues  to  be  very  the  composition  of  the  new  government,  and 
they  can  themselves  be  destroyed  by  the  popular  among  the  people.  To  many  in  Israel  not  even  the  situation  of  the  war  fronts  where 
effect  of  the  same  bomb.  This  effect  would,  she  is  still  the  “Golden  Golda.”  She  looks  tranquility  is  anticipated  for  a long  period  of 
however,  be  very  much  limited  to  Israel  only  relaxed  and  feels  relaxed  in  the  hope  that  the  time.  The  average  person  in  Israel  is  now 
if  atomic  wareheads  Cabinet  of  her  successor  Premier  Rabin  will  deeply  worried  about  the  growing  inflation 

are  used  by  the  enemy.  At  any  rate,  Israelis  do  as  well  as  the  Cabinet  over  which  she  and  the  rising  taxes.  Prices  in  Israel  today 
want  to  believe  that  the  U.S.  will  exercise  presided.  are  as  high  as  in  the  United  States,  but  the  in- 

some  control  over  the  atomic  energy  which  it  This  is  not  the  belief  of  a great  proportion  come  is  not  that  high  and  taxes  in  Israel  are 

intends  to  provide  for  Egypt,  and  that  this  of  Israel’s  population.  I found  that  many  feel  much  higher  than  in  the  United  States, 
energy  will  be  used  for  industrial  purposes  that  a great  injustice  has  been  done  to  Abba 
only.  Eban  by  pushing  him  out  from  his  post  of 

In  this  respect  the  Israelis  have  much  con-  Foreign  Minister  which  he  held  with  great  Boris  Smolar  is  Editor  in  Chief  Emeritus  of 
fidence  in  the  U.S.  Congress.  They  are  im-  distinction  for  Israel  for  many  years.  There  the  Jewish  Telegraphic  Agency. 


The  Jews  Of  Columbia 


By  EDNA  ALZENBERG 


One  is  on  firmer  historical  ground  in  saying 
that  the  first  Jews  to  openly  settle  in  Colom- 
bia were  Caribbean  Sephardics  who  came 
from  Jamaica.  Curacao,  and  other  islands  at 
the  turn  of  the  19th  century  when  New 
Granada  became  independent  of  Spanish  rule 
and  the  anti-Jewish  legislation  was  abolished. 
Curacoan  Jews  settled  in  the  coastal  towns  of 
Santa  Maria.  Rio  Hacha,  Cartagena  and 
Barranquilla.  Visitors  to  Barranquilla  land  at 
the  Cortissoz  Airport,  named  after  a Jew 
from  Curacoa.  The  Bank  of  Barranquilla  and 
the  city’s  municipal  water  works  were  also 
started  by  Jews.  In  the  old  Sephardic 
cemetery  the  tombstones  with  the  names 
Mendez.  Cortissoz.  Juliao,  De  Sola  are  mute 
witnesses  to  a community  that  helped  Colom- 
bia progress  in  its  post-independence  years, 
but  that  in  Jewish  terms  has  largely  been  lost 
through  assimilation  and  intermarriage. 

The  founders  of  the  modern  Colombian 
Jewish  yishuv  were  also  Sephardim,  but 
these  were  from  North  Africa  and  Turkey 
and  came  about  the  time  of  World  War  i. 
They  were  followed  by  their  Polish  and 
Bessarabian  brethren  who  in  1929  founded  the 
Centro  Israelita  de  Bogota,  the  country’s  first 
Jewish  institution.  Hitler’s  persecutions 
brought  other  Western  European  and  Ger- 
man Jews  to  Colombia.  Starting  out  as 
itinerant  salesmen  offering  dry  goods  from 
door  to  door,  these  Jewish  immigrants  - 
writes  prominent  Colombian  journalist 
Alberto  Lieras  in  an  article  entitled  “A  hum- 
ble Jewish  Revolution”  - “didn’t  know  that 
they  were  making  a small  economic  revolu- 
tion. but  they  were.”  According  to  Lieras.  un- 
til the  advent  of  the  Jews  only  the  upper 
classes  could  afford  the  expensive  imported 
items  sold  in  Colombia. 

By  introducing  the  system  of  buying  on 
long-term  credit  and  founding  local  in- 
dustries “with  their  small  machines.”  the 
Jews  allowed  even  lower  class  Colombians  to 
purchase  goods  and  taught  them  how  to  save 
their  pennies  in  order  to  pav  the  “Pole”  - as 
the  Jew  was  known  - when  he  came  to  collect. 
With  skill  and  dedication  the  immigrants 


worked  their  way  up  to  ownership  and 
management  of  textile  and  footwear  plants. 
Their  children  went  on  to  college  and  are  to- 
day professionals-lawyers,  doctors, 
engineers.  They  are  likely  to  live  in  one  of 
Colombia’s  four  major  cities:  Bogota,  with 
half  the  Jewish  population,  Cali,  with  3000 
Jews,  and  Barranquilla  and  Medellin  with 
about  1000  each.  Every  one  of  these  com- 
munities has  a Jewish  day  school,  at  least  one 
synagogue  and  often  more,  and  - with  the  ex- 
ception of  Medellin  - a Jewish  country  club. 
Bogota  is  also  the  seat  of  the  B’nai  B’rith 


Hillel  House  which  provides  accommodations 
for  students  away  from  home  along  with  the 
usual  Hillel  activities.  Its  director,  Rabbi 
Gunther  Friedlander,  was  trained  in  Ger- 
many and  lived  in  Chile  for  many  years. 
There  are  five  other  rabbis  serving  the 
various  Colombo-Jewish  institutions,  all 
educated  abroad,  either  in  Europe,  North 
Africa  or  Turkey  and  Argentina. 

Edna  Aizenberg  is  a South  American  cor- 
respondent for  the  Jewish  Telegraphic  Agen- 
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Poems 

Dr.  Seymour  Mayne,  assistant  professor  of  English,  at  the 
University  of  Ottawa  was  named  1974  winner  of  the  English- 
French  Literature  award  of  the  J.  I.  Segal  Fund  for  Jewish 
Culture  in  Canada. 


EVERYWHERE  HE  GAZED  AS  IF  READING  THE  AIR 

Everywhere  he  gazed  as  if  reading  the  air 

the  silent  eyes  transgressed  He  turned  to  bodies 

he  could  not  know  Recognition  blurred  in  desert  translucence 

Shafts  of  sun  springs  of  light  came  to  his  head  like  horns 

His  dark  domed  face  heavy  like  rock 

And  he  wished  to  speak  out  to  all 

So  he  came  down  from  Sinai  sternness  eyes  following  him 
till  swirling  in  his  sight  he  struck  at  them 
at  the  sunblazed  air  with  stone  carvings 
It  seemed  to  him  only  his  eyes  and  the  largest  third  one 
followed  him  into  that  final  gleam  Angels  of  sight 
hovering  over  the  prismatic  dunes 
IN  ANOTHER  TIME  WHEN  BODIES  FELL 

In  another  time  when  bodies  fell 

the  sun  dried  the  blood  into  rust 

They  fell  into  earth,  earth  became  rock 

Here  now.  we  are  close  together 

Jerusalem's  hills  at  their  heights 

circle  themselves  like  a crown  for  the  sun 

Here  our  voices  move  into  the  other’s  shadow 

And  the  real  shapes  of  our  bodies 

like  transparent  angels 

step  away  beside  us 

to  confer  how  they  will  endlessly  walk 

over  the  hills  and  will  gather  the  flowers  of  silence 

of  two  thousand  years  in  moist  psalms 

so  other  crystal  figures  may  twine  out  of  marble 

out  of  the  monoliths  of  these  temples 

out  of  the  rock  that  is  Jerusalem’s  flesh 


LUBAVITCHER  YOUTH  VISIT 
JEWISH  COMMUNITIES 
THROUGHOUT  HEMISPHERE 

NEW  YORK  July  31  (JTA)  — 
For  the  26th  consecutive  summer 
some  200  Lubavitcher  senior  rab- 
binical students  left  New  York  to 
begin  their  Torah  spreading  mis- 
sion to  hundreds  of  Jewish  com- 
munities across  the  U.  S.,  Canada, 
Mexico  and  Central  and  South 
America.  These  students  have 
volunteered  to  spend  three  to  five 
weeks  of  their  summer  vacation 
time  to  travel  to  cities  and  towns 
to  make  contact  with  masses  of 
Jews  at  the  grass  roots  level, 
meeting  them  on  the  streets  and 

RULES  ON  SELLING  TO  KGB 
WASHINGTON  July  26  (JTA)  - 
The  Administration  has  issued 
rules  to  discourage  U.S.  firms 
from  selling  sophisticated  law  en- 
forcement devices  at  a Moscow 
trade  fair  next  month  which 
critics  said  could  be  used  by  the 
KGB  against  Jewish  and  other 
dissidents. 

The  effect  of  the  new  rules, 
sources  in  Washington  said  this 
week,  was  to  make  it  highly  un- 
likely that  any  U.S.  firms  would 
exhibit  or  try  to  sell  its  products 
to  Soviet  authorities. 


(President’s  Report 

Continued  from  Page  3) 

be  strengthened.  During  the  com- 
ing year.  I would  like  to  see  steps 
taken  to  create  a viable  instru- 
ment with  the  involvement  and 
participation  of  all  elements  of 
the  Zionist  family  in  our  city. 

Newcomers  to  Ottawa 

Substantial  numbers  of  new 
people  arrive  in  our  community 
each  year.  They  come  for  a varie- 
ty of  reasons  and  it  is  in  the  in- 
terests of  everyone  to  integrate 
them  as  quickly  as  possible.  Our 
Newcomer's  Committee  seeks  out 
the  ladies  and  invites  them  to 
their  spring  and  fall  teas  but  we 
have  been  less  aggressive  with 
the  family  as  a unit.  I intend  to 
put  a committee  to  work  on  this  in 
the  new  administration. 

Brain  Trusters 

My  experience  this  past  vear 
has  convinced  me  that  there’ is  a 


in  homes,  in  shopping  centers  and 
at  work. 

The  young  men,  aged  18  to  24, 
travel  in  pairs.  To  some  com- 
munities, namely,  Houston, 
Milwaukee,  Vancouver,  Canada? 
Caracas,  Venezuela;  and  Panama 
City,  Panama;  the  educational 
arm  of  the  Lubavitcher  move- 
ment, Merkos  L’lnvonei  Chinuch, 
has  sent  larger  groups  of  students 
who  will  study  together  several 
hours  each  day  and  thereby  form 
the  nucleus  of  a Torah  study  group 
to  attract  local  participants.  They 
will  spend  the  remaining  hours  of 
the  day  reaching  out  to  the  sur- 
rounding Jewish  community. 

Commerce  Secretary  Frederick 
Dent  said  specific  licenses  would 
be  required  for  the  sale  to  Russia 
and  other  Communist  nations  of 
“any  instruments  and  equipment 
particularly  useful  in  crime  con- 
trol and  detection”. 

Dent,  who  said  the  decision  had 
the  approval  of  Secretary  of  State 
Henry  A.  Kissinger,  explained 
that  the  new  rules  do  not  bar  ex- 
hibiting at  the  fair  but  do  require 
licenses  before  sales  can  be  made 
and  that  such  sales  would  be 
studied  stringently  before  permis- 
sion would  be  granted. 

reservoir  of  talent  among  senior 
retired  and  semi-retired 
members  of  our  community 
which  is  being  wasted.  In  our  anx- 
iety to  get  “younger  men  and 
women”  involved,  there  may  be  a 
tendency  to  overlook  the  wisdom 
and  expertise  of  men  who  have 
held  major  responsibilities  in 
government,  in  business  and  in 
private  industry.  I intend,  during 
the  course  of  the  coming  year,  to 
get  these  “brain  trusters" 
together  so  that  the  community 
can  benefit  from  their  knowledge 
and  know-how. 

Staff  Structure 

The  Officers  and  I will  shortly 
be  examining  our  present  staff 
structure  and  the  assignment  of 
duties  and  responsibilities  to  in- 
dividual members  of  our  staff. 
Based  on  our  experience  during 
the  past  year,  it  seems  to  me  that 
increased  attention  will  have  to  be 
given  to  our  fund-raising  on  the 
one  hand  and  Jewish  Community 
Centre  operations  on  the  other.  If 
each  activity  is  to  realize  its 


Briefs 


SEVEN  JEWS  IN  CANADIAN 
PARLIAMENT 

Seven  Jews  were  elected  to  the 
Canadian  Parliament  in  the  re- 
cent general  election,  one  more 
than  in  1972.  But  David  Lewis, 
leader  of  the  New  Democratic 
Party,  was  beaten  in  an  upset  in 
his  Toronto  district.  Other  Jewish 
MPs  elected  were:  Simma  Holt  of 
Vancouver,  Jack  Marshall  of 
Newfoundland.  Barney  Danson, 
Robert  Kaplan,  Herb  Gray  and 
Max  Saltzman  in  Ontario:  and 
David  Orilow  in  Winnipeg. 

WOMEN  WANT  TO  JOIN  CIVIL 
GUARD  TEL  AVIV,  July  31 
(JTA)  - 

The  general  secretary  of  the 
Working  Women’s  Council,  a divi- 
sion of  the  Histadrut,  has  asked 
that  women  be  included  in  the 
Civil  Defense  Units.  Tamar 
Eshel,  the  council's  general 
secretary  has  told  Premier 
Yitzhak  Rabin  that  her  organiza- 
tion, which  includes  a half  million 
women,  would  be  ready  to  help 
recruit  and  train  women  willing  to 
become  civil  defense  guards. 

The  Working  Women’s  Council, 
which  is  linked  to  the  Pioneer 
Women  abroad,  has  resolved  that 
the  place  of  women  is  with  their 
husbands  within  the  civil  defense 
framework,  Mrs.  Eshel  said,  “We 
are  witnessing  in  the  seventies  a 
regression  of  the  process  of  in- 
tegrating the  woman  in  the  coun- 
try’s life,  including  the  defense 
network."  she  said. 

HOW  LONG  WAS  THE  SLING? 
TEL  AVIV,  July  24  (JTA)  - Would 
you  believe  that  Goliath  was  not  a 
giant  and  that  David  was  really  a 
dwarf?  No?  Those  who  described 
the  two  biblical  figures  to  the  con- 
trary might  have  been  suffering 
from  “an  optical  illusion”.  At 
least  that’s  the  considered  opinion 
of  Omar  Rau,  a prominent  Egyp- 
tologist, in  a study  on  the  two 
combatants  released  in  Beirut. 
According  to  Rau,  the  biblical 
giant  was  actually  5’4%”  tall, 
while  David  was  in  realitv  a 
dwarf.  He  made  the  study,  he 
said,  in  an  effort  to  clear 
Goliath’s  name. 

ISRAELI  DAYLIGHT  SAVING 
TIME  JERUSALEM,  June  27 
(UPD 

The  Israeli  Cabinet  decided 
yesterday  to  put  Israel  on  daylight 
saving  time  from  July  6 until  Oc- 
tober 12  in  a move  designed  to 
save  electric  fuel  costs.  Some 
Jews  objected  to  starting  the  time 
shift  earlier  in  the  year  because  of 
darkness  during  morning  prayers. 


potential,  we  may  have  to  con- 
sider changing  our  approach  and 
naming  separate  directors  for 
each  area.  This  could  involve  us  in 
additional  cost  but  the  results 
may  justify  the  expense  in  the 
end. 

Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  and 
Review 

I had  hoped  by  the  time  we  met 
this  evening,  our  Bulletin  would 
have  been  established  as  a regular 
monthly  feature.  Although  there 
has  been  a delay.  I feel  that  a 
foundation  has  now  been  laid  for  a 
better  publication.  What  will 
begin  to  appear  now  is  an 
amalgamated  version  of  the  Ot- 
tawa Jewish  Bulletin  of 
heretofore  with  the  fledgling 
Digest  and  Review  initiated  by 
Young  Israel  and  some  interested 
individuals.  It  will  be  produced  by 
a recently-added  member  of  our 
staff  and  an  advisory  publications 
committee. 

Planning 

No  business  can  exist  on  a day 
to  day  basis  only.  Research  and 


Letters 


An  Open  Letter  To  IVofessor  Fischler 

Dear  Professor  Fischler; 

While  we  welcome  all  expressions  of  interest  and  opinion, 
it  was  with  some  dismay  and  a great  deal  of  sadness  that  we 
read  your  recent  letter  to  the  Editors  of  the  OTTAWA 
JEWISH  BULLETIN  & REVIEW  (June,  1974).  We  believed, 
mistakenly  it  appears,  that  the  question  of  Israel’s 
legitimacy  as  a Jewish  State  reflecting  the  aspirations  of 
World  Jewry  had  been  laid  to  rest  long  ago.  Apparently  not! 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  in  your  equation,  “Judaism- 
Israel”,  you  feel  that  the  two  are  mutually  exclusive,  that 
Jews  “replace  their  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  syn- 
ogogue  and  local  community  by  attachment  to  a modem 
political  state.”  We  believe  that  the  opposite  is  true;  Israel 
and  Judaism  are  and  must  be  complementary.  How  hollow 
would  our  prayers  for  the  Peace  of  Jerusalem  be,  if  there 
were  no  Jerusalem  on  whose  behalf  we  could  pray?  How 
meaningless  would  Isreal’s  existence  be,  if  that  country 
were  not  the  culmination  of  the  hopes  of  the  Jewish  people? 
Granted  that  Israel  is  an  imperfect  state,  but  no  more  so 
than  all  human  endeavour.  “Justice,  Justice”  as  an  ideal 
must  be  the  goal  of  all  states  and  not  the  pretext  for 
questioning  Israel’s  existence  as  a Jewish  State.  We  have 
survived  as  a people  only  because  in  the  midst  of  dispersion 
and  tragedy  we  never  surrendered  our  sense  of  peoplehood. 
Do  you  propose  that  we  do  so  now?  We  need  Israel  as  much 
as  Israel  needs  us. 

We  are  glad.  Professor  Fischler,  that  in  1948  you  “would 
have  been  a fervent  Zionist.”  We  are,  however,  surprised 
that  in  1974  you  apparently  believe  such  sentiments  are  out 
of  place.  You  must  remember  that  Israel  can  “Keep  the 
Promise...  ” only  if  we  all  participate,  materially  and 
spiritually,  in  the  rebuilding  of  Zion. 

THE  EDITORIAL  COMMITTEE 


The  Editors  welcome  submissions  by  readers.  Articles 
and  letters  yhould  be  sent  to  the  Ottawa  Jewish  Bulletin  & 
Review,  151  Chapel  Street,  Ottawa. 


LIMANS’  IN  THE  NEGEV 
JERUSALEM,  July  24  (JTA)  - 
With  the  opening  of  a new  road 
connecting  Beersheba  and  Beit 
Qama  in  the  Negev,  the  Jewish 
National  Fund  is  initiating  the 
planting  of  eucalyptus  trees  using 
the  system  of  ‘‘limans". 

“Limans”  are  created  at  sites 
where  watergathers  after  rains.  A 
small  dam  is  constructed  there  to 
keep  the  water  from  running  off, 
compelling  it  to  form  a pool  and  in 
subsequent  weeks  to  seep  into  the 
ground  thereby  enabling  trees  to 
subsist  where  they  could  not 
manage  on  rainfall  alone.  The 
eucalyptus  trees  are  an  integral 
part  of  Eretz  Yisrael  history.  At 
the  turn  of  the  century  halutzim 
used  to  dry  swamps  by  planting, 
eucalyptus  trees  and  turning  them 
into  fertile  land. 


planning  are  needed  if  progress  is 
to  be  made.  This  is  equally  true  of 
communities.  They  must  look 
ahead  - identify  unmet  needs  - and 
plan  for  their  resolution  and  finan- 
cing. This  year,  I intend  to  name  a 
social  planning  group  and  place  a 
high  priority  on  their  initiative. 

Computerization 

Our  accounting,  record  keeping 
and-statistical  gathering  functions 
have  reached  a point  where 
manual  operations  are  inadequate 
to  Uie  task.  We  have  begun  to  in- 
vestigate various  data  processing 
alternatives  including  the  use  of 
an  in-house  mini-computer  in- 
stallation. We  shall  be  looking  at 
it  carefully  during  the  next  few 
weeks. 

To  summarize:  The  Vaad  was 
conceived  and  created  by  men  and 
women  who  felt  a oneness  with 
their  fellow-Jews,  and  who  had 
the  vision  to  see  that  by  working 
together,  they  could  achieve  the 
greatest  good  for  themselves  and 
their  people  everywhere.  The 
events  of  the  past  year 


WE  LOVE  YOU  GOLDA 
AMSTERDAM,  (JTA)  - - Golda 
Meir  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
women  in  The  Netherlands,  ac- 
cording to  a recent  poll  here  ask- 
ing “who  is  your  favorite  contem- 
porary woman  ?’’  Following 
Dutch  Queen  Juliana  and  the 
Royal  Princesses.  Mrs.  Meir  was 
the  most  frequent  choice  of 
Dutchmen. 

YANKEL’S  KOCHER 

RESTAURANT  OTTAWA  - 

Yankel’s  has  officially  opened. 

Run  by  Jack  and  Moshe  Smith, 
and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ottawa  Vaad  Hakashruth, 
Yanekl’s  is  open  to  the  public  for 
restaurant  meals,  take-out  foods 
anc  catering.  It  is  located  at  378 
Richmond  Road;  the  phone 
number  is  722-6556  and  deliveries 
can  be  made  anywhere  in  Ottawa. 


demonstrate  the  magnitude  of 
their  vision. 

Our  Vaad  seeks  to  speak  for  the 
totality  of  the  Jewish  community, 
the  affiliated  and  the  unaffiliated. 
It  was  formed  to  provide  the 
means  - through  money, 
programs,  services  and  people  - of 
meeting  the  needs  of  our  com- 
munity in  order  to  achieve  these 
objectives  - all  designed  to  im- 
prove the  quality  of  Jewish  life 
and  its  survival  for  future 
generations.  It  needs  the  support, 
understanding  and  constructive 
criticism  of  its  constituents. 

I thank  you  for  the  opportunity 
to  have  made  some  modest  con- 
tribution towards  its  welfare. 
Thank  you  for  giving  me  the 
privilege  to  serve  as  President 
this  year. 

And  finally,  I wish  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  my  fellow  of- 
ficers, to  my  colleagues  on  the 
Executive  Council  and  to  the 
members  of  the  staff  for  their  en- 
couragement  and  support 
throughout  uie  year. 
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FOR  ECONOMIC 


ISRAEL  BONDS 
RECONSTRUCTION  & DEVELOPMENT 


1 BILLION 


THE  BIGGEST  LOAN 
IN  THE  HISTORY  OF 
THE  JEWISH  PEOPLE 

How  much  will  be  your  share ? 


The  New  $ 1 Billion  Israel  Bond  Issue 


The  Government  of  Israel  has  called  upon  the  Israel 
Bond  Organization  to  accept  the  responsibility  for  a 
Reconstruction  and  Development  Loan  of  $1  Billion.  This 
represents  the  biggest  loan  ever  asked  of  the  Jewish  people 
on  behalf  of  Israel. 

Every  member  of  a Jewish  organization,  every  individual 
who  reads  this  Bulletin,  knows  that  Israel's  immediate 
future  depends  on  how  quickly  its  economic  security  is 
rebuilt  and  reinforced. 

This  $1  billion  loan  is  our  opportunity  to  rebuild  Israel's 
economy,  revitalize  its  industry  and  agriculture,  promote 
its  commerce  and  trade,  and  stimulate  the  growth  of  all  the 
other  branches  of  a thriving  national  life. 

At  no  time  since  the  establishment  of  Israel  in  1948  has 
the  need  for  a strong  economic  front  been  as  decisive  as  it 
is  now  for  Israel's  future  and  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  mis- 
sion as  a homeland  for  new  immigrants  who  continue  to 
enter  the  the  country  from  the  Soviet  Union  and  other  parts 
of  the  world. 


The  meaning  of  Canadian  dollars  to  Israel  at  this  time 
must  be  re-emphasized  so  that  Israel's  war  damaged 
economy  can  be  rehabiliated  and  its  developmentprogram 
expanded. 

The  Reconstruction  and  Development  Issue  pays  4%  in- 
terest and  there  are  two  types  of  Bonds.  The  15  Year  Dollar 
Savings  Bonds  have  a matured  value  of  180%  of  issue 
amounts.  It  is  sold  only  in  denominations  of  S250,  $500,  $1,- 
000,  $2,500,  $5,000  and  $10,000. 

The  15  Year  4%  Dollar  Coupon  Bonds  pays  interest  twice 
a year  on  May  1 and  November  1,  in  denominations  of  $500, 
$1,000,  $2,500,  $5,000,  $10,000  and  $25,000. 

We  are  confident  that  the  Jewish  community  will  res- 
pond in  such  a way  as  to  ensure  the  survival  of  Israel  and 
the  strengthening  of  its  economy. 

For  information  on  the  new  Reconstruction  and  Develop- 
ment Issue  of  State  of  Israel  Bonds,  please  call  the  Israel 
Bond  Office,  168  Charlotte  Street,  Ottawa,  Ontario, 
Telephone  - 236-7139. 


